The és& Selling Recu
inthe World:
TheSunEZ3

By Rick Higginson

t might be a surprise to many, but one of

the hottest selling recumbents on the mar-

ket right now isn’t a bike. 1t"s the Tasy Rac-
ers BZ-3 tricycle. Current reports are that BZ-
3s are sellmg almost as fast as the shops can
get them in. One might speculate that the big-
gest factor driving this sales success story is
the BZ3's relatively low price of $725. Con-
sumers tend to be a bit suspicious of some-
thing that seems too low in price-—egspecially
a recumbent bicycle.

I took an EZ-3 out for a test ride, not being
really sure what t0 expect from a “bent trike
with such a low price. Granted, Pve a Favor-
able disposition towards the EZ Hne of
recumbents, as my wife rides an EZ-1, and
purposed lo give it as objective a review as
possible,

Systems

Frame and Fork — The EZ-3 is a deHa con-
figuration (1wo wheels in back} trike, based in
pait on the proven frame design of the EZ-1
bicycle. The frame and configuration from the
seat forward is nearly indistinguishable from
its two-wheeled sibling.

Thinking logically, this contributes to the
price break on the BZ-3, as the designers and
buiiders did not need to invest capital to either
design a specific forward frame, aor (o gear
up @ new production fine for this part of the
frike.
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ibent

The frame is constructed of hi-ten TIG
welded steel, The fork employs hi-ten steel
blades coupled 1o a CroMo steer tube, The rear
portion of the frame, supporting the split rear
axle and intermediate drive shaft, is beefy and
does not teave the rider wondering if the trike
will be strong enough. One might even con-
sider it over-engineered in that department, but
frankly, Id rather have a frame that was too
strong than one that wasn’t strong enough,
Easy Racers has not specified a rider weight
limit for the EZ-3, but based on their track
record with the EZ-1, and the appearance of
this frame, U'd guess that few potential riders
would come close fo over stressing the frame,

Paint - The EZ-3 is available in either blue
or red powder coat finish, matching the color
choices available for the BZ-1. The sarmples
P've inspected in the shop are smooth and
nicely finished. The EZ-3 decal decorates the
top tube near the headset, identifying the trike
withowt heing garish,

Bteering - The B7-3 uses the steel handle-
bars conunon fo many of Hasy Racers
recumbents.  Remimiscent of the ape hanger
handtchars of years past, the over-seai steer-
ing configuratien provides ot only a solid
steering feel, but also a convenient location
for bottle cages, with the two pairs of braze-
ons attached to the handlebars, Adjusting the
handlebar height and angle reguires a set of
alen wrenches, bat a fair range of posiion is

available to accommodate the needs and tastes
of most riders.

Weight — The stock weight of the EZ-3
tips the scates at 52 poumds, merely 13 pounds
heavier than the EZ-1 SC. This is around what
one would expect for a trike of this configura-
tion and load capacity. Considering the price,
I really expeeted the EZ-3 to weigh more,

Drivetrain — The EZ-3 employs a basic
21-speed drivetrain utilizing lower end
Shimano components. At the price of the B/-
3, the lower-end components are  to be ex-
pected. SRAM shifters accomplish the gear se-
lection adequatefy. A tloating idler keeps the
slack side of the chain cfficiently and guietly
auided away from the ground. The EZ-3 uses
an intermediate shaft just forward of the rear
axle, coupling the power to the right rear wheel
axle through a pair of fixed cogs and a very
short loop of chain, This ix a point of careful
adjustment, since tightening this {inal drive
chain too much can lead to noise, drag, and
vibration, as we learned on the test ride.

Braking — A Promax Linear pull brake is
mounted fo the front fork, while a Promax
mechanical disc brake is mounted to the inter-
mediate drive shaft in the rear (not on the rear
wheels), While braking was adeguate, | found
the feel of the rear disc somewhat annoying. 1
could feel vibration when the brake was ap-
phied, This has to do with the secondary chain’s
lag as the brake slows the intermediate shalt,
which slows the chain, which slows the rear
axlte, which slows the rear wheel.

The EZ-3 is the locking tab on the front
brake handle. Depressing the button tocks the
front brake — which then acts as a parking
brake — so your trike wont roll away on you.
Knowing that the trike won’t roil during such
actions can be very reassuring, and may help
prevent mishaps, The brake lock is released
simply by squeezing the lever again.

Wheels amd Tires —— Like its two-wheeled
sibiing, the EZ-3 sports the 207 (406 mm) rear/
16” (305 mm) front wheel combo. The Kenda
Konfact 16 x 1.75% froat tire is mounted to a
28 hole alloy rim with 14 gauge stainless steel
spokes, While Sun specications call for an
atloy bolt on hub, my test trike was equipped
with a quick release hub instead,

The 20 x 1737 Kenda Kontact tires on the
rear are mounted fo a pair of 36-hole altoy rims
with 14 stainless spokes. Scaled hearing ab-
loy trike hubs are used to mount the wheels 1o
the axles. These tires should be fine for ca-
sual riding, but for any kind of distance or tour-
ing, 1'd be inclined 1o change over io o high
pressure road slick for the decreased rofting
resistance.

Comfort
Seat - The seat base is a Lyera covered foam



combinad with the Sun’s imported version of the FHasy Racer Koolback
seal back. This s 2 proven seat that produces & secure, comfortable
seat for riders of various sizes and body shapes. The Sun EZ scat bases
don’t hiave the same layered and contowred foam as the USA-built Easy
Racer seats. Only heavier riders and those whe plan to spend long stints
in the saddie should notice,

The entire seat assembly slides forward and back to adjust for vider
height, clamping into position iising two qaick release levers beneath
the seat base. The seat buck recline angle can be easily adjusted by
pulting two locking pins frem the telescoping supports and sliding the
supports (o the desired position. This is nice in that no teols are 1e-
quired to accomplish a quick field adjusimenis to fine tune the posi-
tion while out on a ride.

Ergonomies — This is another place where the EZ-3 excels. Once
properly adjusted for the individual rider, everything s right where it
needs to be. The low bottom bracket should minimize foot numbness
for the majority of riders, while the compact LWB design minbnizes
potential interference between the.feet and the steering. |

For those using water bottles, the handlebar braze-ons will place the
bottles ineasy reach, as opposed to fumbling for a bottle either behind
or below the seat, especially convenieit for replacing the bottle while
moving. The handlebar design provides ample options for mounting
accessories such ay cyclocomputers and headlights without having to
perform extensive modifications, and keeps them accessible daring the
ride. . .

The EZ-3 sits higher than the other similar trikes. This aspect is go-
ing to weigh hewvily in the selection process for many potential buy-
ers. Riders with phystcal difficufties that might make it problematic o
get into or out of a low wrike will appreciate being able to get it and out
of the BZ-3s suddle unassisted. In traffic, the higher position will make
some riders more comfortable, feeting more visible than they would
feel on a low trike. :

Ride/Handling

Stability — Any higher center of gravily irike s going 1o tose some .

points in this field, "Alf trikes have a teadency to want 1o tip i a tight
turn at speed, and the highér the center of gravity (CG), the lower the
speed required 1o 1if the inner wlieel in the turn. I£ the rider leans jnto
the tura, this can be combated, but it is a.characteristic that must be
remembered and respected, fest the rider find him or hersetl fatling to
the outside of a o towards a painful landing. While the BEZ-3 was
the best steering and tracking trike of those that Pve tested so far, it is
also the one most likely to tip in a tars, simply because of its higher
CG. A new rider should take seme time to get the feel of the trike in
the tuens; and to not exceed the safe speed of any particular tuen. That
suid, the BZ4-3 was the easiest trike to keep on a straight line, and the
least sguirelly feeling at faster speeds. It also has the tghtest turning
radius of any,

With the right wheel being the drive wheel, the front wheel can be
tusned to 4 90 degree angle, and the trike will literatly pivot in place.
The right wheel will drive forward, while the free spinning left wheet
will e backwards, You can turn the EZ-3 around on a trait or path
that is no wider than the trike is long. 1 probably looked preuy silly
doing so, but | was having a good time spimiing circles in place on the
[7-3. '

Speed/Efficiency — | can't imagine anyone buying an BZ-3 with

the thoughts of high performance. While the EZ-3 was easy to ride -

and rolled right along, you're not going to break any records on it
Between its weight and the higher forward profile, you're presented
with some inhibition o any really fast riding.  But again, speed isn't
why you ride an EZ-3 style of trike. This i the kind of trike you're
going o get if you'want to vide for fun, fitness, and run some errands.
it has a practical efficiency apart from the ability to go fast. When
measured in utility pofential, the EZ-3 gains points. The IZ-3 is an
efficient vehicle for the student, comuter, or shopper.

The author rides our EZ3 test trike

The EZ3's rear axle, jackshalt/ mid-drive and rear disc brake.
The new 2003 upscale aluminum version will have 3 disc
- brakes, one on each wheel (Rick Higginson)

The EZ3 has twin 20-inch (406 mm} rear wheels and a 16-inch
(305 mmy) front wheel. The new 2003 aluminum version will
have 3 20" wheels. This will not be a second model. Much like
the EZ1 SC Lite Is to the EZ1 (Rick Higginson)
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My wife took a spin on the BZ- 3. She
didn’t notice any real difference in pedaling
difficulty due to the added rolling weight. She
did comment on the comering ability (she rides
an EZ1 SC Lite) in constrast to her bike.

User Friendliness — This is perhaps one
of the most user friendly recumbents Pve ever
ridden. For anyone hot sure about recumbent
riding, the trike is an ideal introduction to the
position of bent riding, since its difficult to fall
over. The EZ-3 steers simply and confidently,
and about the only thing that the rider needs
to get accustomed to is the aforementioned
speed in the turns. You don’t need a few slow
dpins around the bike shop parking lot to feel
confident in riding an EZ-3. Get on and ride,
and you're on your way. Go ahead and put
the clipless pedals 6a to maximize your pedal
power, since you don’t have to unclip for a
stop. If grandma can walk, she can ride this
trike, its that easy.

Fun Factor —T
on the fan-o-meter as the sporty handbing tad-
pole trikes, Comparing the BZ-3 to those is
something like comparingth{: family sedan o
a Porsche or a sporiy coupe, “H’s st a fun
ride, but you'te not going to get as much wow
factor from it ) '

273 may not be as high

Ownmg/?urchasmg

Versatility — The BZ-3 leans more {nwmds
the utility rike market. Its suitable for recre-
ational rides and humai powered errands, and
fits these roles very well. It could serve ag 2
touring trike, though I'd be inclined to make 2

few upgrades before any kind of distance’

riding.

Shlppmg/Assemny Sun has more po-
tential dealers than any other recumbent manu-
facturer {parent company is J&B limports who
sells bike parts to bike shops; nearly every bike
shop has their with color pics of Ehelr recum-
bent fine),

If you'd rather, Easy Racers will sell you
an Ti73 direct. For assembly reasons, it’s prob-

ably best to buy & recumbent from a local

dealer (if possible).
Quahtvll)umbthtv — Whltn the BEZ-3

still a new model, both Sun and Easy Rdcm'

bikes have very zood track records. The origi-
nal owner receives a lifetime warranty on the
frame, while other components carry limited
warranties. The basic no frills desigh based on
the time proven EZ-1, incorporating many
common parfs, and an extensive dealer net-
work, should make owaing an EZ-3 about us
stress free as owning a trike can get.
Cost/Depreciation —— According fo my lo-
cal bike shop, the EZ-3 s their hottest seller
from a nicely varied sclection of recumbents,
including tricycles. At $725 MSRP, i costs
[ess than muny lower level recumbent bicycles,
and considerably less thanr most recamnbernt
ikes, 1Fthe popularity of the BZ-3 holds any-
whete near its earrent fevel, its a reasonable
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be 1o the casual rider for whom the E
“designed. This new upper line alumioum EZ3

bet that the vatue of second hand EZ-3s should
remain high,

Dptmm/Access‘m ies-— Sun offers many
accessories for the BZ-3: There is a fender
set, under-seat pannier rack, rear messenger
bag (See RCN 72), a new rear basket (fits all
EZ seat backs) and a new lightweight canopy.

A new 307 fairing will be available from
Sun/I&B dealers in late spring. Zzip Desigos

fairings will fit and are available. They will

reql ire “T" bracket upper mounts and bolt-on
lower mounts.

My suggestion for bike shop options would
be a set of high-pressure fires, such as the
Kenda Kwest to lower rolling resistance, We
installed a set of these on my wifes BZ- 1, and
were very pleased with the resaits, The BZ
seats accommodate most hydration packs just
fine, and the handiebars provide ample space
for cyclocomputers, headlights, and other such
after-market accessories thaf the individual
rider may need or want.

Market Competition —
barely exist. The closest competitor is the
§~iah_wik Triumf, costing more than double that
of the 73, Pricier competitors are available
from: Hase, Penningey and Lightfoot,

- Peers for this frike

My Analysis
Verdiet — The biggest detractor that 1 found
on the BZ-3 would be the final drive and disc

“brake combo. This is probably more of a con-

cera o récumbent enthustasts than it would
73 was

will have three disc brakes (one per wheel).

Dollar for dollar, the EZ-3 is casily the best
value in a recambent tricycle currently avait-
able, its higher seating position and prolile will
make it a battle to keep it out of the granny
trike category. Those with sporty aspirations
may overlook it i favor of the sportier low
slung trikes (or wait for the new aluminum
E73).. However, this doesn’t mean that delta
trikes canmot be sporty or performance ori-

ented. The Hase Kettwiesel is a 34 pound per-
formance. delta and there is that new alumi-
num E7-3 coming soou,

1 like the EZ-3. Perhaps part of that is the
image and preconceptions of it versus the other
trikes ve ridden and reviewed. With the
sporticr trikes 1 reviewed, T went into the fest
rides with the idea of quick, fun sprints and
having a blagt zipping around on them. 1n
some ways, the realities just didn’t live up to
my expectations {which, granted, may have
just beért too hight. -

fr contrast, with the EZ3, my expectation
was for a relaxed and mellow ride, Treceived
that, plus found that it picked up speed just
fine, maneuvered gicely, and was still fun o
ride. For those seeking to gelin better shape,
for those tired of feeiing irtevocably fied 1o
the ternal combustion engine, for those who
want & refaxed ride to help relieve stress, and




for many others, the £7-3 will offer an afford-
able solid option, Tthink we canexpect to see
many more of them out on the road #n the com-
ing yeus. €

A special thank you to Ajo Bikes in Tucson,
Arizonea for supplying our test trike. Frank at
Ajo says that the EZ3 is his best sefling re-
cumbent model. Ajo is also doing electric con-
versions to the EZ3. ’

Late update:
Sun Sef to Introduce EZ3 Aluminum Trike
For 2003 Sun will be introducing a more up-
scale defta trike. An aluminum frame will re-
place the steel frame. The split rear axle will
have 7-8 degrees of camber (canted rear
wheels). The handlebars will be upgraded 1o
aluminum (instead of steel). The sear slider,
scat back and struts will all be aluminum.

The I&-inch fromt wheel will be upgraded
to a 20-inch and there will be Shimano disc
brakes on all three wheels. Gone is the
jackshaft mounted single rear disc brake.

‘The trike wil have upgraded components
with Sun rims, & Shimano crank, and a SRAM
11-32 8-speed cassette shifted by a Deore rear
deraitleur. N

The scat will be 2-inches lower and bottom
bracket 2-inches higher. This new model
should be ready to ship in April, ¢

Fairings and mounts
for most recumbent
makes and models,
uprights and
experimenter -
kits

Zzipper fairing on a Bacchelta Gire

*, PO Box 14
Davenport, California 95017
Tel. (831) 425-8650
Fax: 831/425-1167

Hotline « 1-888-WINSCRN
(946-7276)
www.Zzipper.com
zzipdesign@aol.com

Hampton’s Edge Trailside Bikes
Sale - Service - Rentals

Easy Racers - Sun £71 - Bacchetta - WizWheelz
Burley - Turner - Lightning - Rowbike - RANS
9558 East Alkinson Coirt in Istachatta, Central

Florida on the Withiacoochee Trail

60 mitas north of Tampa close lo Interstate 75

) Email: bentedge@earthlink net .
“Tel. 352 798-4979 - Credit cards accepied

Quik-Pak Bicycle Trailers
Lightweight - 20" wheels g=
A serious touring trailer
wral i@netzero.eom

www.quik-pak.com

Tel, 719-269-7535
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Recumbent Trikes
v Big Cat

Aecumbent Bikes
v Easy Racers

v Bike Friday v Hotmover

v Haluzak v Greenspeed

v Lightning v Sun (EZ3)

« Linear v Wicks Trikes

v Sun (EZ series)

v Quetizal Hecumbent Parts

v BANS v Fairings
+ Roiator v Recumbent Jerseys
v Draftmaster Racks

60 recumbents in stock!

Easy Racers _
10609-G Grant Rd., Houston, Texas 77070
Tel. 281-890-8575
www.stresscontrol.com/recumbents/

bacchettabikes.com x~eyéd.com

March/Aprit 2003 25



